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137. According to t he census of 1881 t h e I n d i a n or na t ive populat ion Indian po­
of Canada was 108,547, and in 1892, according to t he repor t of t h e g ^ * 1 0 " ' 
D e p a r t m e n t of I n d i a n Affairs, i t was 109,205, being apparent ly a n 
increase over 1881 of 6,581, b u t a decrease as compared wi th 1891 of 
12,433. The apparen t decrease du r ing 1892 is due to t h e fact t h a t 
only par t i a l r e tu rns have been received from some of t he most nor ther ly 
dis tr icts , while in Ontar io a n d Quebec t he figures have been changed 
in accordance wi th t he census of 1891. I t is not, however, claimed 
t h a t any of these figures are qui te correct, as the re are still some places, 
par t icular ly in Br i t i sh Columbia, where the re a re a t present no res ident 
agents , and t h e number of t he Ind i ans can only be est imated. I t is con­
sidered, however, t h a t the number of I nd i ans in Canada is now larger 
t h a n in 1881, though t h e ac tual increase cannot be definitely ascer­
ta ined ; b u t t he mere fact of an increase a t all affords t he s t rongest 
possible evidence of t he wisdom of t he policy pursued by t h e Govern­
ment , bo th before and since Confederation, and though the increase is 
a t present mainly confined to t he t r ibes in t he eas tern provinces, these 
t r ibes have passed th rough experiences similar to those which t h e 
Ind i ans of t h e Nor th-west are now undergoing, and t h e t ime may be 
hopefully looked forward to when the la t ter , accustomed to domestic 
life, will increase i n l ike manner . The Ind ians , on 30 th J u n e , 1890, 
1891 and 1892 respectively, were, according to t he es t imate of t he 
I n d i a n Depar tment , d i s t r ibu ted over t he Dominion in t he following 
numbers :— 

1890. 1891. 1892. 
Ontario 17,776 17,915 17,589 
Quebec 13,599 13,361 11,649 
Nova Scotia 2,107 2,076 2,151 
New Brunswick 1,569 1,521 1,511 
Prince Edward Island 321 314 312 
Manitoba and North-west Territories 25,743 25,195 23,852 
Peace River district 
Athabasca " 
Mackenzie " 
Eastern Rupert's Land. . . . 
Labrador, Canadian interior. 
Arctic coast 
British Columbia 

( 2,038 2,038 1,725 
i 8,000 8,000\ R . „ 
| 7,000 7,000/ b , 4 4 i 

Approximate. -{ 4,016 4,016 4,016 
| 1,000 1,000 1,000 
| 4,000 4,000 4,000 
L 34,416 34,202 34,959 

Total 122,585 121,638 109,205 

138. I t is satisfactory to note t h a t the in teres t t a k e n by the I n d i a n s Indian in-
in t he educat ion of the i r chi ldren is continually on t h e increase, and terest in 
t h a t t he indisposition on the p a r t of many to allow thei r chi ldren to fn"reasim? 
enter any of the indus t r ia l schools has considerably diminished. The 
establ ishment of indus t r ia l and boarding schools a t various points is of 
great importance, as these schools are calculated to have a much 
grea ter beneficial effect on t he minds of t he Ind i ans t h a n the day 
schools, because they remove the children from the deleterious home 
influences to which they would otherwise be subjected, and b r ing t hem 
in un in te r rup ted contact wi th all t h a t tends to change the i r views and 
habi t s of life. 


